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Every Purchase Creates Jobs for Americans Who Are Blind  
BACKGROUND:  NIB is designated as a central nonprofit agency under the Javits-Wagner-O’Day (JWOD) Act, now known as the AbilityOne Program.  NIB is the largest employer of individuals who are blind in the United States.  Through its 88 associated community-based nonprofit agencies, NIB employs nearly 6,000 taxpaying Americans who are blind.  

NIB’s program focuses on developing production and service skill sets for career advancement.   For many, AbilityOne Program sales and service contracts translate directly to meaningful careers and jobs.  

NIB pursues its mission by engaging in the federal procurement process through the AbilityOne Program, allocating federal procurement contracts to its associated agencies that produce quality products and services ranging from military uniforms to pens, to running service call centers for the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  Most people recognize NIB’s products from the SKILCRAFT brand.  

While NIB has made great strides in advancing job opportunities for people who are blind, there is still much to accomplish, as more than 70 percent of individuals who are blind are still unemployed. 

KEY POINTS:
· 4.3% increase in NIB AbilityOne Program employment in 2009.

· 6.2% growth in wages paid to AbilityOne blind direct labor employees in 2009.

· New Employment Opportunities – Through the AbilityOne Program, NIB and its associated agencies generated 417 new jobs for people who are blind in 2009.

· Agency Employment – 662 people who are blind obtained competitive positions with NIB associated agencies or other organizations in their communities as a result of vocational training and specialized rehabilitation services in 2009.     

· Cost Savings – A recent cost-benefit analysis concludes the sales of AbilityOne products and services through NIB provides a cost savings to the federal government:

· A conservative savings of nearly $3 million per year.

· This savings is a result of creating jobs through AbilityOne for people who are blind, who then pay taxes and live independently.
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