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Every Purchase Creates Jobs for Americans Who Are Blind

ISSUE:  Tearing down disincentive barriers in the SSDI Program that limit people who are blind from reaching maximum earning potential 

REQUEST:  Cosponsor S. 2962 - The Blind Persons Return to Work Act of 2010.

BACKGROUND:   Senator Chris Dodd (D-CT) and Senator John McCain (R-AZ) have introduced The Blind Persons Return to Work Act of 2010 (S. 2962). Congressman John Lewis (D-GA) has introduced similar legislation in the House of Representatives (H.R. 886).   

[bookmark: OLE_LINK21][bookmark: OLE_LINK22]KEY POINTS:

· This legislation corrects unintended disincentives and barriers for Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) recipients who are blind and who want to work.

· The reforms will end the current policy of abruptly stopping all SSDI benefits for recipients who are blind and who earn just $1 over the $1,640 earnings limit.

· One key reform will gradually reduce SSDI benefits by $1 for every $3 earned over the earnings limit.

·  A gradual reduction in benefits will remove the significant disincentive of a drastic reduction in income that occurs if SSDI recipients exceed the current earnings limit.

· Bureaucratic barriers and disincentives will be reduced by establishing an annual earnings test instead of a monthly earnings test and by implementing one Standard Deduction for Impairment-Related Work Expenses.

· With an unemployment rate of 70% among working-age individuals who are blind, the changes are needed to address SSDI recipients’ understandable fears of losing the financial security of public assistance. 

· The changes will allow SSDI recipients who are blind to gradually increase their confidence and skills and to maximize their employment potential. 
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Monday -Wednesday, March 8 - 10, 2010
The Westin Arlington Gateway Hotel
Arlington, Virginia
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