[image: ]

Every Purchase Creates Jobs for Americans Who Are Blind

ISSUE:  Tearing down barriers that prevent federal agencies from purchasing AbilityOne products and services

REQUEST:  Send a letter of thanks to Chairman Towns for his leadership in sending letters to federal Department Secretaries encouraging the purchase of NIB products and services through the AbilityOne Program and inquiring as to the barriers preventing the federal departments from full participation in the program.   

BACKGROUND:   NIB and its 88 associated nonprofit agencies supply federal markets with select products and services that are manufactured by people who are blind.  Under the Javits-Wagner-O’Day (JWOD) Act, it is part of each federal department’s statutory obligation to purchase procurement list products and services from the AbilityOne Program.  Additionally, NIB provides solid customer service in meeting the federal departments’ purchasing needs. Every purchase of NIB products and services through the AbilityOne Program creates or sustains jobs for Americans who are blind. 

KEY POINTS:

· Sales of  NIB products and services through the AbilityOne Program provide a net cost savings to the federal government:

· A conservative savings of nearly $3 million per year.
· This savings is a result of creating jobs through AbilityOne for people who are blind, who then pay taxes and live more independently. 

· Unfortunately more than 70 percent of Americans who are blind still remain unemployed. 

· Every dollar federal agencies spend to purchase NIB products and services creates and sustains employment opportunities through the AbilityOne Program.

· As part of offering solid customer service – Chairman Towns has sent a letter to federal agencies reminding them of the benefits of the AbilityOne Program and the statutory obligation to purchase procurement list products and services; and to identify any barriers that  prevent the purchase of NIB products and services under the AbilityOne Program.
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Monday -Wednesday, March 8 - 10, 2010
The Westin Arlington Gateway Hotel
Arlington, Virginia
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