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National Industries for the Blind Honors 

Former Chicago Lighthouse President
For Immediate Release, April 9, 2009; Alexandria, Va. – National Industries for the Blind (NIB) recently announced that James M. Kesteloot, former president of The Chicago Lighthouse for the Blind, would receive the 2009 R.B. Irwin Award, NIB’s highest honor.  

The Irwin Award is presented annually to a professional who has devoted his or her career to creating and improving employment for people who are blind, or a volunteer who has demonstrated exceptional service and commitment to the mission of NIB. The award honors the memory of Dr. Robert B. Irwin, who was instrumental in the passage of the Wagner-O’Day Act and the creation of NIB in 1938. 

Kesteloot recently retired from The Chicago Lighthouse after serving in various capacities for 40 years.  His involvement with the organization began as a child, when he received services at the Lighthouse’s Low Vision Center for his own visual impairment.

Kesteloot started his career at The Chicago Lighthouse in 1969 as a placement counselor, touring plants to help people who were blind to find jobs and to discover products that could be manufactured at the Lighthouse.   
Under Kesteloot’s leadership, The Chicago Lighthouse has grown to serve more than 70,000 people of all ages each year.  The organization’s services include a call center to provide more career choices for clients; a library with Braille and large print textbooks; a manufacturing facility that produces custom clocks; a school for children who are blind, visually impaired or have other disabilities; a program for seniors; a radio station staffed by volunteer readers; satellite low-vision clinics at Chicago-area hospitals; a technology center and computer training programs; and a nationwide veterans program.    

“We are pleased to honor Jim Kesteloot with the Irwin Award,” said Kevin Lynch, NIB president and CEO.  “He has worked tirelessly throughout his career to mainstream people who are blind or visually impaired and assist them with career options.”   
Kesteloot has served on the NIB Board of Directors and Executive Committee. Through his work with NIB, he established a public policy program at The Chicago Lighthouse and has been an advocate for the AbilityOne Program, which helps more than 43,000 people who are blind or have other severe disabilities find employment. The Program coordinates its activities with nonprofit organizations across the country to employ these individuals and provide goods and services to the federal government at fair market prices.  

About National Industries for the Blind (NIB) 
At National Industries for the Blind (NIB), it is our mission to enhance the opportunities for economic and personal independence of persons who are blind, primarily through creating, sustaining and improving employment. NIB and more than 85 associated agencies serve as the largest employer for people who are blind by the sale of SKILCRAFT® products and services through the AbilityOne Program, formerly the Javits-Wagner-O'Day Program. For more information regarding how NIB and NIB-associated agencies continue to provide opportunities to Americans who are blind, please visit: www.NIB.org.
