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National Industries for the Blind Announces 
Winner of Samuelson Career Achievement Award

For Immediate Release, April 9, 2009; Alexandria, Va. – National Industries for the Blind (NIB) recently named Sandra A. Werner of Industries for the Blind Inc. in West Allis, Wisconsin, as winner of the 2009 Milton J. Samuelson Career Achievement Award.

The Samuelson Award is presented to an individual who demonstrates career advancement at an NIB associated agency or in the private sector.  The award was named for the late Milton J. Samuelson, who championed upward mobility and placement programs for people who are blind.   

Werner is the inside sales supervisor in the E-commerce Department at Industries for the Blind (IB Milwaukee), where her team is responsible for customer retention.  
Werner, who was born in Milwaukee and grew up in Brookfield, Wisconsin, was diagnosed with macular degeneration at age 5.  When she was 25, she learned she also had retinitis pigmentosa. 

She began her 21-year career at IB Milwaukee as an accounting clerk, working in payroll, accounts payable and accounts receivable. When she started, she was able to work visually with magnification tools.  As her reading ability deteriorated, she performed phone reception and other clerical duties.  
In 2000, when the E-commerce Department was formed at IB Wisconsin, Werner needed new skills to do her job as a customer service representative.  She learned to use audio tools such as Kurzweil software on a scanner and JAWS screen reading software on her computer.  These skills helped her to navigate websites, to use Excel and Word programs, and to conduct email correspondence with customers and vendors.
“We are pleased to honor Sandra Werner with the Samuelson Award,” said Kevin Lynch, NIB president and CEO.  “She has demonstrated an ability to adapt and continually learn new skills to provide excellent service for her government customers.”   

Werner attended the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater and earned an associate degree in accounting from Milwaukee Area Technical College.   
IB Milwaukee is one of more than 85 nonprofit agencies associated with NIB.  The organization is a major fulfillment center for the federal government and procures, warehouses, manufactures and distributes products for both military and civilian customers.  It operates nine base supply stores on military bases around the United States.   

About National Industries for the Blind (NIB) 
At National Industries for the Blind (NIB), it is our mission to enhance the opportunities for economic and personal independence of persons who are blind, primarily through creating, sustaining and improving employment. NIB and more than 85 associated agencies serve as the largest employer for people who are blind by the sale of SKILCRAFT® products and services through the AbilityOne Program, formerly the Javits-Wagner-O'Day Program. For more information regarding how NIB and NIB-associated agencies continue to provide opportunities to Americans who are blind, please visit: www.NIB.org.
