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National Industries for the Blind and Defense Logistics Agency 
Join Forces to Boost Support for U.S. Military Warfighter
Alexandria, Va. – National Industries for the Blind (NIB) and the Defense Logistics Agency (DLA)/Defense Supply Center Philadelphia (DSCP) are collaborating to better support the U.S. Military warfighter through enhanced supply chain management for products sold in four supply areas under the AbilityOne Program, which supports employment for people who are blind or severely disabled.

The Supply Chain Alliance Charter, signed June 11 by NIB and DLA, includes the four supply chains DSCP manages – clothing and textiles, subsistence, medical, and construction and equipment.  
“It is our utmost objective to keep our troops mission-ready by providing crucial supplies such as food, clothing, medicine and equipment,” said Gilbert J. Montoya, deputy commander of plans and operations, DSCP.  “We rely on dependable suppliers such as NIB to effectively equip our armed forces so that they may protect our nation.”

DLA/DSCP will collaborate with NIB to share demand planning and forecasting, increase shared oversight of contract performance, ensure quality through lean manufacturing processes, automate business systems to reduce costs, and improve business processes.

This groundbreaking charter between NIB and DLA was formally signed June 11 by Kevin A. Lynch, president and CEO of NIB, and Gilbert J. Montoya, deputy commander of plans and operations, DSCP, at the NIB/NAEPB (National Association for the Employment of People Who Are Blind) Opportunity Forum in San Antonio, Texas.

To participate in the AbilityOne Program, nonprofit agencies must associate with either NIB or NISH.  DSCP and NIB will participate in a Joint Improvement Team in collaboration with NISH, which also maintains a Strategic Supplier Alliance with DSCP.  
About National Industries for the Blind (NIB) 
At National Industries for the Blind (NIB), it is our mission to enhance the opportunities for economic and personal independence of persons who are blind, primarily through creating, sustaining and improving employment. NIB and more than 85 associated agencies serve as the largest employer for people who are blind by the sale of SKILCRAFT® products and services through the AbilityOne Program, formerly the Javits-Wagner-O'Day Program. For more information regarding how NIB and NIB-associated agencies continue to provide opportunities to Americans who are blind, please visit: www.NIB.org.
About the AbilityOne Program

The AbilityOne Program is the largest source of employment for people who are blind or have other severe disabilities in the United States.  AbilityOne, a federal program, currently employs more than 40,000 people who are blind or have other severe disabilities on federal contracts. Through two central nonprofit agencies, NIB and NISH (serving people with a range of disabilities), AbilityOne works with more than 600 nonprofit agencies nationwide, and represents $2.3 billion in products and services provided to the federal government. The program meets the needs of federal agencies nationwide.  For more information regarding the AbilityOne Program, its employees, or its product and service capabilities, please visit: www.AbilityOne.gov.
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