[image: image1.jpg]NATIONAL INDUSTRIES FOR THE BLIND




For Immediate Release 


Contact:   Angela Hartley
May 5, 2009                  


Vice President, External/Public Affairs







 National Industries for the Blind








 (703) 310-0322







  ahartley@nib.org 



SKILCRAFT® To Showcase Environmentally-Preferable Products at GSA Expo June 9-11 in San Antonio
Alexandria, Va. – SKILCRAFT products showcased in Booth #1915 at the GSA Expo will demonstrate the broad range of product offerings and commitment to the federal government’s “green” initiatives.  The GSA Expo, sponsored by the U.S. General Services Administration, will be held June 9-11 at the Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center in San Antonio, Texas.

More than 100 SKILCRAFT products in five categories will be featured,

including:
· Writing instruments (environmentally-preferable pens, mechanical pencils, markers)

· Office essentials (environmentally-preferable binders, computer notebook privacy filters, process chlorine-free folders, toner cartridges made using recycled content)

· Cleaning and maintenance supplies (biodegradable trash bags)

· Food service and break room supplies (bio-based cutlery, mess trays)

· Personal care products (bio-based hand cleaners, antibacterial handwash)  

Two of the products featured in the SKILCRAFT booth are:
· Environmentally-preferable ball point stick pens, made from 51 percent post-consumer recycled polystyrene coffee cups.  The medium point pens offer a lightweight, flexible, round barrel design for added writing comfort.  The cap and end plug color identifies the ink color in black, blue, green or red.  The pens satisfy the requirement and intent of Executive Order 13423, “Strengthening Federal Environmental, Energy, and Transportation Management.”
· Recycled file folders, made with a water-based adhesive and processed chlorine free, to protect the environment from harmful chemicals.  The folders are produced using 100 percent recycled content of which a minimum of 60 percent is post-consumer recovered materials.  The letter-size file folders are 1/3 cut assorted position top tab, 11 point, and the bottom is scored for 3/4 inch expansion.  They are color coded in bright colors for easy filing and retrieval, packaged 100 folders per box with 20 each in blue, red, green, yellow, and purple.

SKILCRAFT products are produced by the associated agencies of National Industries for the Blind under the AbilityOne Program.
About National Industries for the Blind (NIB) 
In the United States, seven out of 10 people who are blind are not employed.  At National Industries for the Blind (NIB), it is our mission to enhance the opportunities for economic and personal independence of persons who are blind, primarily through creating, sustaining and improving employment.  NIB and its associated agencies serve as the largest program responsible for the employment of people who are blind through the Javits-Wagner-O'Day Act.  For more information regarding how NIB and NIB-associated agencies continue to provide opportunities to Americans who are blind, please visit: www.NIB.org.

About the AbilityOne Program

The AbilityOne Program, formerly Javits-Wagner-O’Day, helps more than 43,000 people who are blind or have other severe disabilities find employment. The Program coordinates its activities with more than 600 nonprofit agencies across the country to employ these individuals and provide goods and services to the federal government at fair market prices.  The Program represents $2.3 billion in products and services purchased by the federal government. The Program operates at nearly 1,000 locations representing 40 government agencies nationally.
About SKILCRAFT®
Made with pride by Americans who are blind or have other severe disabilities, SKILCRAFT and other AbilityOne products are all manufactured and distributed by NIB associated agencies and their employees.  To learn more about SKILCRAFT products, see the AbilityOne 2009 catalog at http://www.abilityonecatalog.com/.
