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National Industries for the Blind and IRS Work to Promote 

Economic Independence for People Who Are Blind
Kansas City, Missouri – The Internal Revenue Service’s Stakeholder Partnerships, Education and Communications division and National Industries for the Blind (NIB) are partnering for the promotion of financial education, tax education, free tax preparation sites and asset building strategies for people who are blind.  This partnership was recognized with a formal memorandum of understanding (MOU) signed in a ceremony today as part of the NIB Annual Training Conference in Kansas City. 
“This MOU directly correlates with NIB’s goal to help promote economic independence for people who are blind,” said Kevin Lynch, NIB President and CEO.
Julie Garcia, Director, Stakeholder Partnerships, Education and Communications, IRS, said, “This agreement will help people who are blind find information about various tax credits and benefits and connect them with free tax preparation services.”
The MOU also states that NIB and the Stakeholders, Partnerships, Education and Communication division will assist people who are blind and their families in understanding tax obligations and enhance their money management and asset building skills.
The IRS has many existing resources available to people who are blind and other taxpayers.  A large part of this agreement focuses on finding ways to distribute this information to the people who need it most by publicizing websites such as the National Disability Institute at www.reitour.org, which is a central warehouse of all products, materials, web casts and other resources related to the Real Economic Impact Tour.

NIB will work with its 88 associated agencies to promote the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and post key information on its website www.nib.org. 
Both organizations will collaborate on future workshops and training opportunities that would provide economic benefits for people who are blind.

About National Industries for the Blind (NIB) 
At National Industries for the Blind (NIB), it is our mission to enhance the opportunities for economic and personal independence of persons who are blind, primarily through creating, sustaining and improving employment. NIB and more than 85 associated agencies serve as the largest employer for people who are blind by the sale of SKILCRAFT® products and services through the AbilityOne Program, formerly the Javits-Wagner-O'Day Program. For more information regarding how NIB and NIB-associated agencies continue to provide opportunities to Americans who are blind, please visit: www.NIB.org.
About the AbilityOne Program 
The AbilityOne Program is the largest source of employment for people who are blind or have other severe disabilities in the United States.  AbilityOne, a federal program, currently employs more than 40,000 people who are blind or have other severe disabilities on federal contracts. Through two central nonprofit agencies, NIB and NISH (serving people with a range of disabilities), AbilityOne works with more than 600 nonprofit agencies nationwide, and represents $2.3 billion in products and services provided to the federal government. The program meets the needs of federal agencies nationwide.  For more information regarding the AbilityOne Program, its employees, or its product and service capabilities, please visit: www.AbilityOne.gov.
IRS, Stakeholder Partnerships, Education and Communication/Wage and Investment Mission

IRS, Stakeholder Partnerships, Education and Communication (SPEC) channel is part of the Wage and Investment Division of the Internal Revenue Service. The Wage and Investment Division serves 122 million taxpayers accounting for 94 million tax returns. The taxpayers being served file 1040 tax returns with no accompanying schedules C, E or F. Wage and Investment supports IRS’ strategic goals through initiatives that meet the needs of taxpayers, reduce taxpayer burden, and broaden the use of electronic interactions.
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