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National Industries for the Blind Volunteers Launch Reading Program 
for Children at Charles Houston Recreation Center

Employees Promote Literacy Through President Obama’s United We Serve Initiative
Joining a national initiative that promotes community service to address local needs, volunteers from National Industries for the Blind (NIB) in Alexandria, Virginia, and school children ages 5-12 will kick off a new summer reading program at Alexandria’s Charles Houston Recreation Center during the week of Monday, July 27 through Thursday, July 30 from 10:00 to 10:30 a.m. each day.   
NIB reading tutors include people who are blind and sighted. Their effort responds to the problem of declining student reading levels in the summer months.  Education leaders report that 78 percent of fourth graders see a drop in their reading scores over the summer.  Students who read just five books during their vacation can help prevent this decline.  Volunteers from NIB will hold regular reading and tutoring sessions throughout the summer and during the school year at the center. 
WHO: 
NIB volunteers and school children ages 5-12
WHERE:
Charles Houston Recreation Center
901 Wythe Street (at North Alfred Street)

Alexandria, Virginia 22314



WHAT:
Service project to improve student literacy skills
WHEN:
Monday, July 27 through Thursday, July 30 
10:00-10:30 a.m. each day  
The Charles Houston literacy project is one of the thousands of grassroots service projects taking place across the nation this summer in response to President Barack Obama’s United We Serve call to service.  This initiative aims to expand the impact of existing organizations by engaging new volunteers and to encourage volunteers to develop new projects. Launched on June 22, United We Serve runs through the National Day of Service on September 11, but will grow into a sustained, collaborative and focused effort to promote service as a way of life for all Americans.  United We Serve is led by the Corporation for National and Community Service. To learn more, visit www.serve.gov.

It is the mission of National Industries for the Blind (NIB) to enhance the opportunities for economic and personal independence of persons who are blind, primarily through creating, sustaining and improving employment. NIB and 88 associated agencies serve as the largest employer for people who are blind by the sale of SKILCRAFT® products and services through the AbilityOne Program. For more information, visit: www.NIB.org.
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