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OKLAHOMA NONPROFIT ANNOUNCES NEW NAME
Oklahoma League for the Blind to become NewView Oklahoma
 
OKLAHOMA CITY (Nov. 22, 2009) – After six decades as the state’s leading source of employment and rehabilitation services for people who are blind and visually impaired, Oklahoma League for the Blind has announced it will move into 2010 with a new name and brand identity: NewView Oklahoma.  
 
According to NewView Oklahoma President and CEO Lauren White, the rebranding is a proactive step toward reaching more of the people the organization exists to support.
 
“By removing the word ‘blind’ from the name, we open up the opportunity to provide support and inspiration for even more Oklahomans,” White said.  “Those who may have excluded themselves from the ‘blind’ population because they still have some vision intact can now look at NewView as an opportunity or resource when they thought they had none. The word ‘league’ and its implication of a club or group meeting of some sort was also slightly misleading. The magnitude of services we provide at NewView is vast – and we felt that by eliminating this word, we also eliminate any perceived limitations in the understanding of what it is we do.”
 
NewView Oklahoma is a private, statewide not-for-profit organization founded in 1949 with an enduring mission to empower people who are blind and visually impaired to achieve their maximum level of independence through employment, rehabilitation and community outreach.  The organization is located at 501 N. Douglass Ave. in downtown Oklahoma City.
 
A new Web site will be launched at the beginning of January as part of the organization’s comprehensive rebranding effort which will be phased in over the course of several months.  Visit www.newviewoklahoma.com for additional information, high resolution images and a special 60-year anniversary video.  
 
NewView is the leading employer of people who are blind and visually impaired in Oklahoma – providing more than 100 jobs through in-house manufacturing and service contracts with local businesses and organizations – and the only private agency in Oklahoma that provides specialized vision rehabilitation services.
 
“We’re extremely excited about our new name because it is a more accurate reflection of our mission and vision for the future of the organization,” said NewView Oklahoma Board Chairman Doug McQueen.  “We have had a great deal of success through the years, but with 50,000 people currently living with blindness in Oklahoma we have plenty of work ahead of us.”   
 
Fast Facts: Blindness in Oklahoma
 
         Every seven minutes, someone in Oklahoma will become blind or visually impaired.
 
         Approximately 50,000 Oklahomans are currently classified as legally blind, and another 500,000 have been diagnosed with eye diseases which lead to blindness or significant vision loss.
 
         75 percent of blind and visually impaired adults are unemployed.
 
         Contrary to popular belief, very few people classified as legally blind experience total darkness.
 
         The leading causes of blindness are cataracts, diabetic retinopathy, glaucoma, macular degeneration and retinitis pigmentosa. Macular degeneration is the leading cause of severe vision loss for people older than 60.
 
         Oklahoma has a higher incidence of disease-related vision loss due to the state’s high percentage of the population with diabetes and heart disease.
 
         Due to increasing obesity rates among teenagers, Oklahomans in their twenties are now being diagnosed with eye diseases typically associated with middle age.


