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National Industries for the Blind Appoints 

Vice President of Operations    
Washington, DC – National Industries for the Blind (NIB) announced today the appointment of Claudia “Scottie” Knott as Vice President of Operations, effective April 6, 2009.   In this role, Knott will be responsible for leading the day-to-day operations of NIB, including channel marketing, contract administration and pricing support, Base Supply Centers (BSC), e-commerce and distribution, and military resale and services.  
“I am thrilled to have someone of Claudia Knott’s caliber in this critical role at NIB,“ said Kevin Lynch, president and CEO of NIB.  “Her wealth of experience in the federal government and defense contracting over the past two decades will be of great benefit to NIB in accomplishing its mission of creating, sustaining and improving employment for people who are blind.”

Knott recently retired as Director for Acquisition Management, Defense Logistics Agency (DLA), Fort Belvoir, Virginia.  In this capacity, she was responsible for providing guidance, supervision and leadership to the J-3 Directorates, as well as other elements of the HQ J-3 organization.  Working with the Director, J-3, Ms. Knott provided oversight of field activities that report to the DLA Director. As the Component Acquisition Executive for DLA, she had overall acquisition management responsibilities for the agency. 

Knott’s background includes serving as the Executive Director, Acquisition, Technical and Supply, HQ, DLA (2001 – 2003); Executive Director of Electronic Business at DLA and the Director of the DoD Electronic Business Program Office (1998 – 2001); Assistant Executive Director, Strategic Business Development and Implementation and Chief of the Procurement Systems and Electronic Commerce Teams in the Directorate of Procurement at the HQ, DLA (1994 – 1998); Chief of the Plans, Policy, and Systems Office at the Defense Supply Center, Richmond, Directorate of Procurement (1991 – 1994); and Senior Functional Analyst for the Standard Army Automated Contracting System (1988 – 1991), Fort Lee, Virginia.  
“I look forward to the challenges in my new role at NIB,” said Knott.  “Having interacted with this organization throughout my government career, I appreciate and applaud the work it does to employ the blind and relish the opportunity to contribute to that important mission.”)
Knott received her B.S. in Business Administration from Chapman College, M.S. in Contract and Acquisition Management from the Florida Institute of Technology (FIT), and M.S. in National Resource Strategy from the National Defense University. She has a Certified Professional Contracts Manager (CPCM) designation from the National Contract Management Association and is a 1994 graduate of the Industrial College of the Armed Forces and has been a member of the Senior Executive Service (SES) since June 1998. 

Throughout her career, Knott has received many awards including the Secretary of Defense’s Meritorious Civilian Service Award in March 2000, DLA Superior Civilian Service Award in April 1998, DLA Exceptional Civilian Service Award in December 1997 and June 2001, and the DLA Meritorious Civilian Service Award in June 1993.  She was awarded the designation as Meritorious Senior Executive in 2003 and was also selected as one of the Federal Computer Week Top 100 IT Professionals in 1999 and 2001. Ms. Knott is an honorary lifetime faculty member of the Army Logistics Management College, Ft. Lee, Virginia. 
About National Industries for the Blind (NIB) 
In the United States, seven out of 10 people who are blind are not employed. At National Industries for the Blind (NIB), it is our mission to enhance the opportunities for economic and personal independence of persons who are blind, primarily through creating, sustaining and improving employment. NIB and its associated agencies serve as the largest program responsible for the employment of people who are blind through the Javits-Wagner-O'Day Act. For more information regarding how NIB and NIB-associated agencies continue to provide opportunities to blind Americans, please visit: www.NIB.org.
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