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President Obama Appoints 
Former Chicago Lighthouse Executive James Kesteloot 
to Committee for Purchase From People Who Are Blind 
or Severely Disabled

CHICAGO – After a 40-year career as the Chicago Lighthouse President and Executive Director, James M. Kesteloot is now one of President Obama’s newest Presidential Appointees to the Committee for Purchase From People Who Are Blind or Severely Disabled, an independent federal agency that administers the 72-year-old AbilityOne Program. 

Nearly 45,000 people who are blind or severely disabled provide products and services to the federal government and U.S. military through the AbilityOne Program.  

“Jim is a tireless crusader for expanding job opportunities for people who are blind and he’ll bring his experience, determination and integrity to the AbilityOne Program,” said Lighthouse Board Chair William Conaghan.  

Kesteloot has extensive practical experience with issues related to the hiring of those who are blind or visually impaired including appointments by Illinois Governors James R. Thompson and Jim Edgar to the state Blind Services Planning Council, and an appointment by Chicago Mayor Richard M. Daley to his Task Force for the Employment of People with Disabilities. 

Kesteloot was honored by National Industries for the Blind in 2009 with the R.B. Irwin Award in recognition of his service to people who are blind.  He has also served as President of the Central Lions Club and as a member of the United Way of Chicago Council.  He has received the American Optometric Association’s Apollo Award for his contributions to the visual welfare of the public and the Illinois Association for Education and Rehabilitation’s Distinguished Service Award.

“Americans who are blind or severely disabled won’t find a better friend than Jim Kesteloot,” added Dr. Janet Szlyk, his successor as President and Executive Director.   “He has an outstanding legacy here at the Lighthouse and will be a superb addition to the Committee for Purchase.”


About National Industries for the Blind (NIB):
At National Industries for the Blind (NIB), it is our mission to enhance the opportunities for economic and personal independence of persons who are blind, primarily through creating, sustaining and improving employment.  NIB and 89 associated agencies serve as the largest employer for people who are blind by the sale of SKILCRAFT® products and services through the AbilityOne Program, established by the Javits-Wagner-O'Day Act. For more information regarding how NIB and NIB associated agencies continue to provide opportunities to Americans who are blind, please visit: www.NIB.org 

About The Chicago Lighthouse:
Founded in 1906, the Lighthouse is one of the nation’s most comprehensive social service agencies. Housed under its roof are the oldest and most prominent low vision clinic in the U.S.; one of the few remaining clock manufacturing facilities in America; a state-of-the-art store that’s been specially designed for the benefit of shoppers who are blind or visually impaired; a nationally acclaimed school for children with multi-disabilities; a VA program serving veterans in all 50 states; and a radio station. For further information, call 312/ 666-1331. www.chicagolighthouse.org
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