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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Blind Center Shifting Resources to Expand Services
Will expand rehabilitation service; discontinue industrial operations

SOMERSET, Pa. February 5, 2010 — Somerset County Blind Center (SCBC), a division of Lancaster-based Susquehanna Association for the Blind and Vision Impaired (SABVI) announced it will be shifting financial resources from its industrial operations in an effort to expand its rehabilitation services. SCBC will discontinue industrial operations effective February 19, 2010. 

“We have found the critical need among Somerset County residents who are blind is not employment, but obtaining skills which will enable them to achieve a greater level of independence,” said Dennis Steiner, president/CEO, SABVI. “Expanding the rehabilitation and social services will allow SCBC to provide more quality services to a greater number of individuals.”

Since the 2008 merger between SCBC and SABVI, SABVI has invested a significant amount of time and resources to recruit and hire employees who are blind. These efforts have resulted in few or no potential blind employees. Through its Industrial Division, SCBC provides employment to one full-time and three part-time individuals who are blind. SCBC will provide assistance to the displaced workers who wish to seek employment elsewhere in the community. 
SCBC currently serves more than 300 clients who are blind and vision impaired through a variety of programs including low-cost prescriptions, orientation and mobility training, prevention of blindness services, rehabilitation services, and social and support groups. 

For more information on SCBC services, contact Rob Stemple by calling 814.445.1310 or visit www.somersetctyblind.org
About Susquehanna Association for the Blind and Vision Impaired (SABVI)

SABVI serves more than 2000 individuals who are blind or vision impaired in Lancaster, Lebanon, Somerset, and Philadelphia Counties through a variety of programs including early childhood education, rehabilitation services, employment training, and industrial/manufacturing services. SABVI also houses the Steinman Eye Clinic, providing diagnostic eye care services at a need-based minimal charge.
SABVI is headquartered at 244 N. Queen Street, Lancaster, PA 17603 (717.291.5951). 
SCBC is located at 748 South Center Avenue, Somerset, PA 15501 (814.445.1310)
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