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Blind employees in Kansas go for the gold in Olympic recycling

WICHITA, Kan. - Innovative new eco safe bags manufactured  by 17 blind Americans in Kansas are currently being utilized at the 2002 Salt Lake City Winter Olympic Games as a part of the  recycling and composting efforts. The bags are produced exclusively by the Envision manufacturing facility in Pittsburg, Kan.

The contract for the recycling job guarantees recovery of 85 percent of all solid waste generated at the games, the highest percentage ever at the Olympics. By contrast, at the 1996 Atlanta games, 50 percent of all solid waste was recovered. At Sydney in 2000, recyclers reclaimed 70 percent.

Envision's bags, marketed as EcoSafe" compostable bags, use a proprietary chemical additive that decomposes the bags under sunlight, heat or mechanical stress. The byproducts of the bags' decomposition are carbon dioxide, water and humus.

The design of a compost-friendly bag has proven to be a challenge until now. The bags must be robust enough to function well in day-to-day use, but then must decompose readily under compost conditions.

The bags made at Envision, will be primarily  used for organic waste, such as leaves and grass clippings and food collection that is sent to a composting facility. Without a decomposing bag, the organic matter inside them will remain separated from the beneficial microorganisms that break the organic matter down into humus.

Envision produces many blind-made products including plastic bags, self-closure plastic bags, t-shirt bags, paper towels, potpourri, gun slings, visi-belts and much more at its manufacturing facilities in Pittsburg, Kansas City and Wichita.

Envision is a Wichita-based private not-for-profit agency that provides jobs, job training and rehabilitation services for people who are blind or low vision.

The mission of Envision is to enhance the personal independence of individuals whose blindness or low vision, often accompanied by other disabilities, impacts their opportunities for employment, success, and integration into community life.

